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Kansas Statewide HCBS Assessing Organization - Guide for Waiver Participants

The Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS) Waiver program was authorized under Section 1915(c) of the Social Security Act. Under this program, KanCare 
(Kansas Medicaid) provides services to people in their community instead of an institution, such as a nursing home. HCBS Waiver programs allow states to waive certain 
Medicaid program requirements, allowing the state to provide services and supports for people who might not otherwise be able to access those services under Medicaid.  
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What Are HCBS Waivers?

Home- and Community-Based Services (HCBS)  
Assessment Organization - Brain Injury (BI) Waiver

Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services (KDADS)

Kansas has seven (7) HCBS Waivers to meet the needs of people with different conditions and needs. The Statewide HCBS 
Assessing Organization, managed through Maximus, provides level of care assessments for three of these, including the BI 
waiver, FE waiver, PD waiver. It also supports PACE. 

•	 Brain Injury (BI): People People ages 0 up to age of 65 living in their private residence who have acquired a non-traumatic 
or traumatic brain injury and are seeking active habilitative (youth) or rehabilitative therapies. *Chromosomal, congenital 
(prior to or during birth ), and generative conditions are not classified as brain injuries and do not meet the diagnostic  
criteria for the brain injury waiver. 

•	 Frail Elderly (FE): People aged 65 and older who have needs that meet nursing facility level of care. 

•	 Physical Disability (PD): People aged 16-64 who have been determined disabled by the Social Security Administration and 
need help with activities of daily living (ADLs). 

•	 Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE): People aged 55 years of age and older that are certified as needing  
nursing home level of care, live in a PACE service area and can live safely in the community with the help of PACE services.

Support: Find Answers to Your Waiver Questions

General questions about the BI Waiver process or the KS HCBS Assessing Organization can be directed to: Ask-KSHCBS@maximus.com or 785.268.3600. 

BI Waiver Process

How Do I Apply for the BI Waiver Program?
Accessing the BI Waiver Program is a three-part process that includes meeting the level of care, the diagnostic criteria, and KanCare’s disability/financial  
eligibility. The level of care decision includes an assessment by Maximus to see if the person’s needs meet level of care for the BI Waiver. Financial eligibility 
looks at whether KanCare will pay for BI Waiver services and requires that a person applies for KanCare.

Medicaid application  
completed and submitted 

(recommended to apply as 
early in the process as  

possible and not wait for  
functional eligibility approval)

Contact the Aging & Disability 
Resource Center (Liberty 
Healthcare) for options  
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as needed

Maximus completes  
the level of care  

assessment
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individual of  

assessment outcome

Maximus notifies BI waiver 
eligibility of  

assessment outcome

BI waiver eligibility reviews 
assessment and other  
needed documents to  
determine if all waiver  
requirements are met

If BI Waiver eligibility is met, 
KDHE determines financial 

eligibility (if not  
already determined)

If waiver eligibility is not met, 
waiver access cannot  

happen, and appeal rights  
are provided

What Services Are Available Through the BI Waiver?
Rehabilitation Therapies (Behavior Therapy, Cognitive Rehabilitation, Physical Therapy, Speech-Language Therapy, and Occupational Therapy). While 
engaged in their therapies, the following services are also available: Specialized Medical Equipment, Vehicle Modification Services, Home and Environmental 
Modifications, Financial Management Services, Home-Delivered Meals, Medication Reminder Services, Personal Emergency Response System and  
Installation, Personal Care Services, Enhanced Care Services, and Transitional Living Skills.

Additional information and resources are found here: www.kdads.ks.gov/hcbs-programs 

To request access to the BI Waiver or learn more about all available long-term services and supports (LTSS) options in Kansas, contact the ADRC at: 1.855.200.

The Brain Injury Waiver is not offered as a long term waiver. It is a short-term waiver that allows for the extension of therapies into the home and community 
beyond what is offered through the KanCare State Plan, enabling the participants to continue to live the life of their design in the community.


