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PROMOTING AND

SUPPORTING
YOUTH VOICES

"To me, Y-LINK has been not only a way
to give back to my school and
community, but also a source of hope for
the future of our town and a way for me
and fellow members to grow with each
other and learn how to make the world a
better place."

-Student at Wallace County High School

“YLINK has given us students many
opportunities to do great things for our
community that we might not have been
able to do without the resources of
YLINK. We really focused on helping
others and positively impacting their
mental health”

-Student at Belle Plaine High School

“Being from a rural area, | didn’t think
there was other liked minded youth who
were passionate about change. Attending
YLINK was an eye-opening experience. |
was able to connect with youth who had
that same fire. Being in that environment
motivates and excites you to keep doing
vital work. YLINK is an opportunity to join
a group of goal driven youth who are
making a change”

-Student at Great Bend High School
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Attendees at Youth
Mental Health
Advocacy Day



YLINK SUMMER
CONFERENCE

On June 11-12, 2025, youth from across Kansas came together for the Youth
Leadership Conference, co-hosted by YLINK and Upstream Kansas. The two-
day event created space for connection, learning, and inspiration around
youth leadership and substance misuse prevention.

Day one, organized by the Wellington YLINK group, focused on community
engagement and strategies for building stronger communities. The Keynote
was Annette Lawless, who spoke about her experiences in the media/news
industry and how that shaped her into the person she is today. Day two was
led by the Kansas Youth Prevention Action Council (KYPAC), a statewide
advisory group managed by CADCA under the Upstream Kansas program.
The conference began with an energizing session led by KYPAC members
Gabriel Marcum and Leah Foos, who shared the story of KYPAC’s creation
and its mission to elevate youth voices in prevention. Participants had the
chance to connect with one another, build relationships, and reflect on what
it means to be part of a statewide movement.

The highlight of the morning was a keynote from Taylor Johnson, a comedian
and advocate for mental health. With honesty and humor, he invited youth
into real conversations about suicide prevention and the struggles that
often stay hidden. It wasn’t easy, but it was the kind of dialogue that can
change lives.

After the keynote, a youth panel featuring five KYPAC members gave
participants the chance to hear personal stories of leadership and resilience.
The panelists shared why prevention matters to them and answered
questions from their peers. This offered real insight into the challenges and
opportunities facing Kansas youth today.
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Upcoming Events

2025 YLINK Fall Conference will be held on
November 4 in Manhattan, Kansas.

2026 Youth Mental Health Advocacy Day will be
held on February 10, 2020.



